
Debut Programme 2020/2021 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Who can apply?   Young emerging artists between the ages of 18 - 35, with limited,or no 

access to resources and who are looking for support to launch their first 
album, book, film etc. as well as skills and knowledge to start or run 
sustainable businesses/organisations.   
 
Artists are: visual arts (including ceramics, drawing, filmmaking, 
painting, photography, printmaking and sculpting), literature (including 
non-fiction/fiction, drama, poetry, and prose),performing arts 
(including dance, music, and theatre), Design (including fashion, 
textile, game/animation, graphic). 

How do I apply?   Send a 1 minute video to the BASA Whatsapp number +27 87 153 1009 
and fill in the necessary information about: 
who you are, which province you are based in, what you do and why 
you think you should be part of this programme.  

Does the programme 
accommodate people living 
with disabilities? 

Yes 

Is this programme only for 
artists? 

Yes this is a programme targeted at young  artists/creatives in South 
Africa only. 

Can I apply if I don’t speak 
English? 

Yes, you can. The programme application process will accommodate 
more than 3 languages and training sessions will be customised 
according to the selected individuals. 

What are the workshops about?  With Asset Based Community Driven Development as the main ethos 
of the programme, participants can expect to gain personal and 
professional skills development from ideation, to venture 
implementation,through to resource support and mentorship. 
   

Can I apply if I am an 
established artist but still need 
further support?  

Unfortunately not, however we offer the Scale Up programme for 
artists who have been operating for more than 3 years, follow this link 
https://basa.co.za/programmes/scale-up/  for more information.  

Can I apply if I am thinking of 
becoming an artist but have not 
yet started?  

Unfortunately not, this programme is for artists who have been in the 
sector for more than a year who need entrepreneurial skills and 
support to help launch their ideas/project. 

Can I apply if I practice art as a 
hobby?   

Unfortunately not, this programme is for full-time artists who live off of 
their work.   

Can I apply if I don’t have a 
matric certificate? 

Yes, you can. As long as you're an artist who needs to launch their first 
artwork.  

Can I apply if I am part of a 
college/university?  

Yes, however, individuals with limited access and resources will be 
prioritised.  

Can I apply as an individual or 
group? 

Applications are for individuals but you can represent your/a 
company/collective.  

I really want to be part of the 
Debut programme but I don’t 
have data? 

If you become a participant of this programme, we will subsidise your 
data costs so that you are able to join the programme.  

When is the programme coming 
to my province?  

Keep checking our social media pages to see when we will be in your 
province and/or community.  

How long before I get a 
response for my application? 

You will receive a response about the outcome 6 - 8 weeks after you 
have applied. 

When do workshops begin?  Workshops begin 1-2 months after applications have opened in your 
province/community.  

Can I apply if I have a 
baby/children? 

Yes, BASA will consider support for child care for the selected 
participants. 

 

https://basa.co.za/programmes/scale-up/

