
 

A Guide to the BASA Supporting Grant Programme  
 

1. What is the BASA Supporting Grant Programme?  
 
The BASA Supporting Grant Programme is an initiative between the Department of Sports,             
Arts and Culture (DAC) and Business and Arts South Africa (BASA), which incentivises             
business sponsorship of the arts, through the provision of additional funds to a sponsored              
arts organisation. The purpose of the sponsorship is to enable a creative project to offer               
added benefit or value to the sponsor. 
 
BASA is a membership-based organisation. This means the BASA Supporting Grants           
Programme will only consider applications from arts organisations and businesses that are            
members of BASA.  
 
Membership registration is quick and simple, taking fewer than 60 seconds. To apply click here.  
 
Decisions on applications are based on the merit of the project, as well as the availability of BASA                  
funds. 
 

2. What is the value of BASA’s Supporting Grants Programme? 
 
BASA’s Supporting Grants Programme relates directly to mutual benefit (as outlined in the             
Supporting Grants Application). Cash and/or in-kind sponsorships are eligible.  
 
2.1. If the sponsorship agreement between the business and arts organisation is monetary, and both              

parties are members of BASA, the value of the Grant can extend to R100 000.  
2.2. If the sponsorship agreement between the business and arts organisation is of an in-kind              

sponsorship, and both parties are members of BASA, the value of the Grant can be extended to                 
R30 000.  

 

3. Considerations to keep in mind prior to applying to the BASA Supporting Grants             
Programme  

 
3.1. From the outset, the possibility of a Grant from BASA should form part of negotiations               

conducted with a potential sponsor or sponsors.  
3.2. Membership with BASA is key for eligibility. Should either or both parties only hold trial               

membership with BASA, the value of the Grant awarded can be extended to R30 000, but they                
will only be eligible to apply for one Grant during the trial membership. 

3.3. The arts organisation and its sponsor(s) should identify opportunities through the sponsored            
programme(s), which are mutually beneficial to all parties.  

3.4. Once the arts organisation/individual and business sponsor(s) have formally agreed to all terms             
of the sponsorship(s), BASA extends its invitation to apply for its Supporting Grants Programme.  

3.5. Both parties – arts organisation and business sponsor(s) – must be a BASA member.  
3.6. To understand the following guidelines clearly, download the Glossary of Words and Terms.  
 



 
 
 

4. How does the application process work?  
 

4.1.  Phase 1 
4.1.1. The arts organisation needs to submit an Expression of Interest letter to BASA, which  

must contain a high-level overview of the project, as well as the requested amount. 
4.1.2. The Expression of Interest letter must be accompanied by a Letter of Endorsement from              

the sponsor(s).  
4.1.3. If more than one sponsor is attached to the project, each sponsor should supply a 

Letter of Endorsement, to accompany the Expression of Interest letter.  
4.1.4. The Supporting Grants Officer will review every Expression of Interest letter received,            

and create a shortlist.  
4.1.5. If your application is shortlisted, you will progress to Phase 2, and be invited to submit                

a full application for the BASA Supporting Grants Programme.  
 

4.2.  Phase 2 
4.2.1. Projects that proceed to Phase 2 are invited to apply for BASA’s Supporting Grants 

Programme.  
4.2.2. Application Form A – Arts Organisation Application – must be submitted.  
4.2.3. In the application form, the arts organisation must provide BASA with as much  

information as possible, especially details of any additional benefits planned for the            
sponsorship if the Grant is approved.  

4.2.4. Once BASA receives the application form, it will confirm details of the application 
with a representative of the sponsor(s), and the recipient arts organisation/individual. This 
is usually conducted telephonically.  

4.2.5. During this process, BASA assesses the project’s viability, the eligibility of the 
organisation(s), as well as the sponsorship as a whole.  

4.2.6. BASA then circulates a recommendation to its Board members, in preparation for the             
Board meeting, where applications will be considered.  

4.2.7. The Board discusses each application fully, evaluating the merits of the application.  
4.2.8. In each instance, the Board makes a final decision, and supplies the Supporting Grants              

Officer with a list of successful candidates.  
 

4.3.  Phase 3 
4.3.1. BASA will email the arts organisation to share the Board’s decision, confirm the  

conditions of the Grant, and identify any outstanding issues that need to be 
addressed.  

4.3.2. Following this, the Supporting Grants Agreement will be shared with the recipient, 
which must be signed and returned to BASA.  

4.3.3. Upon receipt of the signed Supporting Grants Agreement (which includes details of the             
account, to where the Grant will be paid directly to the applicant), BASA will process               
payment for 60% of the Grant amount during its next month-end payment cycle.  

4.3.4. Grant recipients are required to report to BASA within one month of the project’s 
conclusion, using the Supporting Grants Reporting Form.  

4.3.5. Upon receipt of the report, the Supporting Grants Officer will review it and identify any               
outstanding issues that need to be addressed.  

4.3.6. Once BASA has approved the final report, the remaining 40% of the Grant payment will               
be processed during its next month-end payment cycle.  



 
 

5. Which arts organisations are eligible for the BASA Supporting Grants Programme?  
 
5.1. To apply you must be:  

5.1.1. a registered non-profit entity (organisations are requested to submit their 
Memorandum and Articles of Association or Constitution, with the Application Form)  

5.1.2. a registered for-profit entity whose core business is the arts  
5.1.3. a public body, such as arts councils, regional art boards, educational establishments, or 

local authority arts facilities, which have received business sponsorship. BASA may ask 
for an external reference on the project  

5.1.4. a non-registered entity (for example, a local or amateur arts group, co-operative, etc.),             
conducting projects or annual programmes, where money is ring-fenced for that           
specific project or programme. BASA will ask for independent confirmation of           

funding.  
5.2. In the case of festivals or other events with non-arts elements, BASA only considers the arts                

elements for the BASA Supporting Grants Programme.  
5.3. In terms of eligibility criteria regarding trusts, foundations and similar entities: should the core              

business fund support or sponsor the arts, they are not eligible to stand as the required business                 
partner for the Grant. An exception will apply if a trust, foundation or entity produces or                
presents a creative project, and they have secured a registered business as a partner. In this                
instance the trust, foundation or entity is eligible for consideration as the creative partner. 

 
 

6. Which activities are not eligible for the BASA Supporting Grants Programme?  
 
The following fall outside the parameters of the Grant approval, and will not be supported by BASA’s                 
Supporting Grants Programme, in spite of an organisation’s eligibility: 
6.1. Funding of artwork commissions to which the public will not have permanent, open access.  
6.2. Corporate memberships/donations.  
6.3. Film, television or video projects (and the funding costs thereof), which are not guaranteed a               

public showing. 
6.4. Non-arts activities.  
6.5. Advertising unrelated to the sponsored project.  
6.6. Payments made by sponsors to third parties, to cover expenditure incurred by an arts              

organisation, unrelated to the sponsored project.  
6.7. Payments of fees to agents, such as sponsorship consultants.  
6.8. Payments under R500.  
6.9. Private events exclusive to a guest list, which are not open to the general public.  
 

7. Which business sponsors are eligible for the BASA Supporting Grants Programme?  
 
7.1. Arts, entertainment and leisure promoters, or other businesses with a commercial interest in             

either an event or the promoter, whether directly or indirectly, are not eligible as sponsors               
under the BASA Supporting Grants Programme (unless such a sponsorship is over and above              
existing commercial relations, or if BASA waives this requirement). Full disclosure of these             
relationships must be made to BASA, who will determine eligibility.  

7.2. Sponsorship money must derive from the business sponsor’s own funds. Money that has come              
to a business from a third party, for the specific purpose of paying for the sponsorship, will not                  
be eligible for support under the BASA Supporting Grants Programme. 



7.3. A business may choose to pay its sponsorship through a promotional agency (e.g. a sponsorship               
or public relations consultancy), working on its behalf. BASA will only support the sponsorship              
once the money has been paid to the arts organisation/individual. 

7.4. Recognised charities and their commercial branches are not eligible as sponsors, nor are             
organisations or agencies that receive 25% or more of their income in the form of core funding                 
from South African public sources (e.g. national, provincial or local government). For these             
purposes, ‘core funding’ is not intended to include income earned on a competitive basis, and at                
arm’s length, from the public bodies in question. Where businesses are in receipt of public funds,                
but are nevertheless eligible for the scheme, BASA requires relevant details and written             
confirmation from both the business and its sponsoring body (i.e. its parent department or other               
provider of public funding), in order to establish the business in question as an eligible body                
under these provisions. 

7.5. Different business units within a company may be considered eligible as sponsors in their own               
right. They will need to demonstrate three or more of the following separate, identifiable              
budgets.  

7.5.1. A separate decision-making management process, i.e. facilitated by separate personnel. 
7.5.2. A separate business structure, such as a subsidiary, division or brand, which is shown 

separately in the company’s annual report or other literature. 
7.5.3. Active promotion of a separate identity or function. 

7.6. Trade associations or business clubs may apply if they are legally constituted as a business, and                
the sponsorship actively promotes that business. 

7.7. Membership of BASA by the business sponsor automatically increases eligibility of the Grant (the              
amount to be decided by the BASA Board). 

7.8. In terms of eligibility criteria regarding trusts, foundations and similar entities: should the core              
business fund support or sponsor the arts, they are not eligible to stand as the required business                 
partner for the Grant. An exception will apply if a trust, foundation or entity produces or                
presents a creative project, and they have secured a registered business as a partner. In this                
instance the trust, foundation or entity is eligible for consideration as the creative partner. 

 
The decision of the BASA board of directors with regard to the outcomes of Supporting Grant                
Programme applications is final and no further correspondence will be entered to. 


