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/!ˈsɛmbli/
noun
1. a group of people gathered together in one place
2. the action of gathering together as a group for a common purpose
3. a meeting in a school of several classes, usually at the beginning 
    of the school day



In line with 2021 being declared the ‘International Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable 
Development’ by the United Nations General Assembly, BASA ASSEMBLY aims to raise awareness, 
promote cooperation and networking, encourage sharing best practices and experiences, enhance 
human resource capacity, promote an enabling environment at all levels, as well as tackle the 
challenges of the current creative economy. 

Themed Creativity Now: Cultural intelligence in the time of COVID-19, BASA ASSEMBLY seeks to 
explore what insights cultural intelligence can o!er in terms of rebooting the creative economy in 
South Africa, on the African continent and globally.

It is also intended as a vehicle for showcasing BASA’s research into the South African creative sector 
with the launch of ArtsTrack No. 9, BASA’s biennial research project tracking consumer engagement 
within the arts and culture sector.

OVERVIEW CREATIVITY NOW



Webinar

CROSS-SECTOR 
CREATIVE 
COLLABORATIONS

12.00 GMT+2

Models, expectations and realities 
of business and creative sector 
engagements

>>> Caryn Green (Chair), 
Nyameka Makonya, Sipumelele 
Lucwaba and Siyandiswa Dokoda

Conversation

IN CONVERSATION

14.00 GMT+2

Jumpstarting impact investment in 
the Creative Economy

>>> Kate Gardner interviews Fran 
Sanderson

Panel

BURNING ISSUES

16.00 GMT+2

On the fence between brand and 
creative

>>> Samm Marshall (Chair), Earl 
Kopeledi, Phumza Rengqe, 
Monica Newton, Cleo Pokpas, 
Mariapoala McGurk and Slindile 
Mthembu

Panel

DATA-DRIVEN

14.00 GMT+2

Research and investment in the 
creative sector

>>> Grace Meadows (Chair), 
Dr André Gouws, Kate Gardner 
and Madeleine Lambert

Conversation

ONE-ON-ONE

16.00 GMT+2

Entrepreneurial marketing 
leadership

>>> Sylvia Akach in conversation 
with Les Green

Performance > Poetry

PROVOCATION
Performed by vangile gantsho

12.00 GMT+2

Research Presentation

THE INSIDE TRACK

19.30 GMT+2

BASA’s ArtsTrack No. 9

>>> Madeleine Lambert 

BUSINESS + 
RESEARCH 

STREAM #01
MARKETING + 
CULTURAL POLICY

STREAM #02
ARTISTS + 
GRANTS

STREAM #03

PROGRAMME YOUR DAILY SCHEDULE

STREAM KEY

25
THU

24
WED

26
FRI

Talk

BETWEEN THE 
STATE AND THE 
MARKET

10.00 GMT+2

Cultural policy, marketing and 
creative ideation

>>> Johanna Mavhungu

Talk

NOW WE'RE 
TALKING

10.00 GMT+2

An artist's perspective

>>> Lee-Ann van Rooi 

Offical Launch

OFFICAL LAUNCH

19.30 GMT+2

Brought to you by BASA, 
partnered by British Council 
Southern Africa Arts

Webinar

BULA SEKELE: MAKE 
THE CIRCLE BIGGER

12.00 GMT+2

Navigating access, inclusion and 
diversity in the South African 
creative sector funding landscape

>>> Toki Mohoto (Chair), Calvin 
Ratladi, Molemo Moila, vangile 
gantsho and Vuyisile Mshudulu

Performance > Music

JUST KIDS
Performed by Kiruna-Lind Devar 
Composed by Stephen Anthony 
Haiden, Kiruna-Lind Devar

Performance > Dance

ONDA
Choreographed by Hannah Ma 
Performed by Christin Reinartz, 
Hannah Ma and Sergio Mel

ARTSTRACK IS BASA'S 
BIENNIAL RESEARCH 
PROJECT TRACKING 
CONSUMER 
ENGAGEMENT WITHIN 
THE ARTS AND 
CULTURE SECTORS. 
CLICK HERE TO FIND 
OUT MORE ABOUT IT. 

Go to stream Go to streamGo to stream

https://basa.co.za/research/artstrack-research/
http://assembly.basa.co.za/event/business-research
http://assembly.basa.co.za/event/marketing-cultural-policy
http://assembly.basa.co.za/event/artists-grant


CONTRIBUTORS

SYLVIA AKACH is simply known to her fans as Sylvia A. Born in Kenya but bred in South 
Africa, she is a radio personality and voiceover artist living in Cape Town. Sylvia has 
always been interested in and taken by the entertainment world; but radio is where she 
found her true passion. Her core purpose in life is to make people feel good, inspire them 
to do better daily, and if she can do this with only her voice, then she considers her job 
done. Sylvia enjoys listening to people’s stories, reading books, listening to the radio (of 
course) and throwing the occasional shade here and there.

SYLVIA AKACH 

01/32

KIRUNA-LIND DEVAR is a singer/songwriter and a qualified Usui Reiki Master. Kiruna-Lind 
matriculated from the National School of the Arts. Her performance credits include 
Saturday Night Fever (2016), Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (2017), 
Evita (2017/18) and The Phantom of the Opera. She also appeared in Simply Broadway 
(2017), My Favourite Things (2018/19), The Man and The Mouse (2019) and Disney in the 
Park (20/21). She played Bird in Tom Coash’s Thin Air (2018/2020) and appeared in Janice 
Honeyman’s Sleeping Beauty and Snow White, the latter earning her a second Naledi 
Nomination for Best Actress in a Musical.

KIRUNA-LIND DEVAR

02/32

SIYANDISWA DOKODA balances his time across client relations, team growth and 
business development. He brings a broad range of communications and marketing 
expertise and insight, from both agency and client-side positions. Since joining the 
communications industry, Siyandiswa has remained fascinated with the development of 
new business practices and the evolution of how stories about the people and companies 
behind them are shaped and shared. Over the course of his career, he has helped guide 
creative and measurable communications programmes for a range of innovative 
companies, including Nelson Mandela Children’s Hospital Trust and Vuyani Dance 
Theatre. For every client with whom he works, Siya seeks to tell a story that creates 
authentic connections to the brand.

SIYANDISWA DOKODA

03/32

Type something

VANGILE GANTSHO is a poet, healer, co-founder of impepho press and an 
unapologetically black woman. Vangile has travelled the continent and the globe 
participating in and co-curating literary events and festivals. She is the author of two 
poetry collections: Undressing in front of the window (2015) and Red Cotton (2018). Red 
Cotton is an exploration of what it means to be black, queer, and a woman in modern-day 
South Africa, and was named the City Press Top Poetry Read of 2018, and long-listed for 
the National Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences Award in 2020. She holds an 
MA from the University currently known as Rhodes (2016) and was named one of the Mail 
& Guardian’s Top Young 200 South Africans of 2018. 

VANGILE GANTSHO
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CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED

KATE GARDNER started her journey of social and economic change at a non-profit 
organisation, working in conflict transformation. Over the years, Kate has developed a 
passion for impact businesses and the ability these entities have to make lasting, 
sustainable and innovative social impact in areas of market failure. Completing the only 
Impact Investment in Africa course at the University of Cape Town Graduate School of 
Business, Kate is currently the Programme Manager for the Developing Inclusive and 
Creative Economies (DICE) Programme at the British Council in South Africa. Kate’s years 
of experience in this sector range from strategic programme design, delivery, partnership 
management, global network nurturing and innovation management.

KATE GARDNER

05/32

DR ANDRÉ GOUWS has a DCom and MCom in Economics, and is an independent 
economist and international trade consultant with extensive skills in the cultural and 
creative sectors, as well as with local economic development. He has over 35 years’ 
experience in trade development (and associated enterprise development); 16 years’ 
experience in regional and local economic development, and 20 years’ experience in 
policy and strategy development. Since 2010, André’s has been involved in diverse 
development-related projects in the fields of impact assessment, tourism, transport 
economics and the cultural and creative industries, and he is currently Senior Researcher 
at the SA Cultural Observatory (SACO).

DR ANDRÉ GOUWS
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CARYN GREEN is an arts and culture manager, advocate, and facilitator, and she is 
passionate about exploring alternative business models for the sustainability of arts 
organisations, best practice methods to measure impact, and opportunities for the 
production and archiving of new and previously undocumented work. Caryn is currently 
the Business Arts Manager at Sibikwa Arts Centre and holds a Master’s Degree in Arts 
and Culture Management from Wits University.

CARYN GREEN

07/32

LES GREEN is an entrepreneurial marketing leader who has spent over 18 years building 
some of the most successful and relevant youth brands. Innovation and creativity have 
been at the forefront of his approach, coupled with a relentless commitment to staying 
connected to youth culture. His experience in leading marketing teams has spanned three 
countries and nearly 10 years, giving him a very diverse perspective on brands and 
consumers. He has embraced both the art and science of marketing, and continues to 
solve complex problems with simple strategic solutions. Les is an integral member of the 
founding marketing team for truth®, named one of the top ten campaigns of the 21st 
century by AD AGE in 2014, and was also named Person of the Year by the Nike Black 
Employee Network in 2015.

LES GREEN
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ASHRAF JOHAARDIEN (They/Them)’s career in the arts encompasses a range of 
professional and creative roles across a spectrum of disciplines. They have been 
associated with several South African cultural and academic institutions including the 
National Library of South Africa, Iziko Museums, the Baxter Theatre, the University of the 
Witwatersrand (Wits Theatres) and the University of Johannesburg (Arts & Culture). 
Following a three-year stint as Executive Producer of the National Arts Festival, they took 
up the role of CEO with Business and Arts South Africa (BASA) in 2019.

ASHRAF JOHAARDIEN 
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LEVINIA JONES was appointed Head of Arts Southern Africa at the British Council in 2017. 
Since then, she has worked on over 170 projects connecting hundreds of artists and 
producers across Botswana, Namibia, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, South Africa, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, UK and multiple countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. Her skills set 
includes collaborative leadership with complex teams, working in diverse cultures, 
operational management and innovation, financial management, storytelling and 
communications, strategic thinking and delivery, partnership and network building, and 
creative curatorship. 

LEVINIA JONES

10/32

EARL KOPELEDI, Head of Marketing, Luxottica Retail South Africa (managing Sunglass Hut 
brand), is a 20-year marketing veteran who has worked on large-scale global brands, 
including Coty.!He is passionate about brand storytelling and a proponent of collaborative 
marketing initiatives with the arts community.

EARL KOPELEDI

11/32

CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED

MADELEINE LAMBERT is Head of Research at BASA, and co-founder of South African 
performing arts collective Flying House. Madeleine holds an MA in Arts and Culture 
Management, was a National Research Foundation Scholar and intern, and is a Common 
Purpose Africa Venture alumna. Her main expertise is in arts administration, research, 
monitoring and evaluation, curriculum development and facilitation, and has experience in 
arts and culture project management, fundraising, and marketing.

MADELEINE LAMBERT

12/32



HANNAH MA is a German-Chinese choreographer who explores contemporary rituals and 
the archaic roots of society. She was educated at the Conservatory in Vienna (AUT), the 
John Cranko School in Stuttgart (GER), and at the University of Hagen (GER). Since 
founding hannahmadance (DE, 2014) and HAN SúN Gathering (LU, 2015) Hannah’s work 
has been hosted and co-produced by Theater National Luxembourg, (LU, 
2015/2017/2021), Theater d´Esch, Luxembourg (LU, 2017), Ruhrfestspiele Recklinghausen 
(GER, 2016), Festival Passages in Metz (FR, 2017), Theater Trier (GER, 2016/2017), German 
Consulate General (NY, 2016), Arpmuseum am Rolandseck (GER, 2016), Alter Schlachthof 
Eupen (BE, 2017), Trois CL (LU, 2015/2016/2021).

HANNAH MA

14/32

NYAMEKA MAKONYA started her career at Skotaville Publishers as an intern, and then 
went on to join the o!ce of the MD at New Age Beverages. Following that, she joined 
Eskom where she worked in the Community Development Department. She is currently 
Total’s CSI manager, a role she describes as one of her most fulfilling.

NYAMEKA MAKONYA
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SIPUMELELE LUCWABA is a social investment analyst at Tshikululu Social Investments, 
with a particular focus on designing and managing social investment strategies in the 
South African Basic Education sector. Prior to joining Tshikululu she was an education 
specialist at the National Education Collaboration Trust. Sipumelele completed her LLB 
(2013) at Rhodes University following the completion of a BCom Law (2011) at the same 
institution and also holds an LLM (2020) Law and Political Justice from the University of 
Pretoria. Her keen interest lies in creating practical solutions to accessing justice with a 
focus on law and catalytic social investments.

SIPUMELELE LUCWABA

13/32

CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED

SAMM MARSHALL transitioned from radio host, television presenter and news anchor for 
the SABC to entrepreneur. Samm’s innate ability to adapt is a skill he will carry through in 
this BASA ASSEMBLY conversation, as it is within accommodation that we find 
agreement. He is currently Managing Director of B Style Media.

SAMM MARSHALL
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MARIAPAOLA MCGURK!has gained invaluable, hands-on experience in business, 
entrepreneurship, and the creative economy over the past 20 years. Opening The 
Coloured Cube, her social creative enterprise in Johannesburg (2014) with a strong 
relationship to academia and research, running a range of adult workshops on 
professional practice, entrepreneurship, and business management for creatives of the 
city, allowed her to understand the complexities of the arts, micro enterprises and 
entrepreneurship. In 2019, Mariapaola completed her Executive MBA at Henley Africa 
through a Dean’s bursary. In 2020, she made the di"cult decision to close her company 
because of the impact of COVID-19 and is currently Creative and Public Programmes 
Coordinator at ConHill.

MARIAPAOLA MCGURK
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GRACE MEADOWS is the Southern Africa Programme Manager for Arts at British Council 
and positions her work around connecting creative communities in Sub-Saharan Africa 
and the UK, advocating strongly for collaborative practice and co-creation as anchors for 
cultural exchange. Her Master’s thesis (at Wits University) embeds itself within applied arts 
practice, which explores the potential educative, rehabilitatory and activist modes of 
public performance. As a cultural producer, she has been recognised for her role in 
international friendship and actively contributes to issues pertaining to cultural policy and 
the creative economy.

GRACE MEADOWS
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JOHANNA MAVHUNGU is a creative, entrepreneur, independent cultural/media worker 
and has also worked as researcher and lecturer at the Sol Plaatje Institute for Media 
Leadership (SPI) at Rhodes University. She collaborates in film and research with 
organisations such as the International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX), the Open 
Society Foundation for South Africa (OSF-SA), the Media Development and Diversity 
Agency (MDDA) and the South African Department of Communications. Johanna is 
currently a lecturer in Cultural Policy and Management (Wits School of Arts) and a PhD 
candidate at the University’s’ Link Centre PhD programme in Interdisciplinary Digital 
Knowledge Economy Studies.

JOHANNA MAVHUNGU
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CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED

TOKI MOHOTO is passionate about community upliftment, advocacy for the marginalised, 
business process engineering, organisational design and social entrepreneurship. He 
currently heads So'2 Ville, a business focused on strategy, publications, innovation and 
media, as well as Road Exchange, a consultancy for all road-related activities. Founding 
CEO of Aheco Radio and Ahecotv (YouTube), founder of the African Heritage Collective 
and co-chair of Empowering Youth to Act and Change Outcomes (EYACO), Toki has 
written and published three books and is currently a producer and presenter for This Is 
Africa on Capitol Radio 88.1 FM.

TOKI MOHOTO
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VUYISILE MSHUDULU is the Director of Arts, Culture and Heritage in the City of 
Johannesburg (CoJ). With experience that spans over 20 years in the creative industries, 
Mshudulu’s skills encompass a unique mix of expertise, having worked in both the private 
and public sectors. His areas of specialisation include policy development, promotion and 
development within the creative industries, and he has vast programme and project 
management experience in enterprise development and market access (both locally and 
internationally). Mshudulu plays a central role in coordinating the CoJ’s Arts, Culture and 
Heritage portfolio, and he has been instrumental in stimulating strategic partnerships 
between the city and the industry. 

VUYISILE MSHUDULU
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SLINDILE MTHEMBU!is a 28-year-old multi-hyphenate, not merely dabbling in the areas of 
playwright, director, dramaturg, script writer, researcher, and theatre-maker, but also 
making considered personal and professional strides as co-founder of Mabu Art 
Foundation. The Mabu Art Foundation is an organisation dedicated to uplifting artists who 
want to tell creative and authentic stories.

SLINDILE MTHEMBU

23/32

MOLEMO MOILOA has worked in various capacities at the intersection of creative 
practice and community organisation. She has a BA Fine Arts and MA Social Anthropology 
degree (from Wits) and was a Chevening Clore Fellow in 2016/17 and winner of a Vita 
Basadi Award in 2017. Her academic work focuses on the political subjectivities of South 
African youth, and she is also one half of the artist collaborative MADEYOULOOK. This 
partnership explores everyday popular imaginaries and their modalities for knowledge 
production. She currently leads research at Andani.Africa and is one of the inaugural 
AfricaNoFilter Fellows 2020/2021.

MOLEMO MOILOA
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CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED

MONICA NEWTON took o"ce as CEO of the National Arts Festival (NAF) in January 2020 
and has worked with NAF and Scifest Africa teams to deliver online festivals for the first 
time in the history of these events, and to create ongoing digital platforms, such as the 
vFringe. Monica’s career involved extensive time in the public service, including her role 
as Deputy Director-General: Arts and Culture Promotion and Development at the National 
Department of Arts and Culture (now the Department of Sports, Arts and Culture). Prior to 
joining the Department of Arts and Culture, she was the CEO of the National Art Council 
(NAC).

MONICA NEWTON
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ROSHINA RATNAM is an actress, puppeteer and voiceover artist. Her puppetry skills 
include Bunrako and muppet styles, which has led to her working regularly with the 
Handspring Puppet Company, Janni Younge Productions and the political satire TV series, 
ZANEWS. She has narrated over 40 local and international audiobooks as well as being 
the voice on several radio and tv commercials. She is also a writer, director, producer and 
performer for her company, Inala Theatre. Her passion lies with creating high-quality 
performances for the most vulnerable and most creative members of our society, our 
children.

ROSHINA RATNAM
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CALVIN RATLADI is a trained interdisciplinary artist who professionally freelances as a 
producer, director, writer, actor/performer, choreographer, fieldworker, dramaturg, 
curator, and arts administrator. He has worked with the National Arts Council of South 
Africa (NAC), completed a screenwriting course with the NFVF Spark Programme, and has 
done fieldwork for The South African State Theatre Community Arts Dramaturgy Outreach 
(CADO) Programme. Directorially, Calvin has won numerous awards, including two 
Standard Bank Ovation Awards, the 2019 ImpACT Award for Young Professionals 
(Theatre), and the 2019 Lesedi Spirit of Courage Naledi Theatre Award.

CALVIN RATLADI
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CLEO POKPAS is a creative entrepreneur, with his journey into social development 
starting on the sports field – creating a unique understanding of how sports, arts and 
culture can be used to foster social change. Studying at the University!of the Western 
Cape, Cleo’s professional career trajectory is based on a quest to sincerely satisfy his soul 
through innovative thinking in problem-solving and an unceasing belief in working smarter 
to create more e"cient, inspired and result-based outcomes.

CLEO POKPAS
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CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED

DR ANDREA RURALE is SDA Bocconi Professor of Marketing at Bocconi University, Italy. 
Professor Rurale is Director of the Master in Arts Management and Administration at SDA 
Bocconi and leads the Art and Culture Knowledge Centre. He is the President of FAI 
Lombardia (Fondo Ambiente Italiano) and the President of Conservatory of Music in 
Cremona.

DR ANDREA RURALE
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DALI TEMBO is recognised as one of the leading strategists canvassing current and future 
trends a!ecting Africa's youth. He has delivered strategic guidance to numerous multi-
national corporations across Africa, the UK, the US and MEA. He has also partnered with 
the University of Cape Town Institute of Strategic Marketing to deliver two of the largest 
research studies ever presented on youth and high-income earners in South Africa. Dali is 
a contributing author to the book The Future is Now, featuring commentary from leading 
futurists, such as Dion Chang, Nikolas Badminton, Bronwyn Williams and Theo Priestley.

DALI TEMBO
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FRAN SANDERSON leads the Arts & Culture Investments and Programmes team at the 
National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts (Nesta), a UK-based innovation 
foundation. Fran and her team work on various projects with the aim of understanding and 
articulating the full breadth of the impact of arts, culture and the creative economy; 
promoting innovative funding and business models and partnerships, such as blended 
finance, impact investing and crowdfunding; improving understanding of and access to 
the positive impacts of arts and culture, and helping arts and cultural organisations 
experiment with and benefit from new technologies.

FRAN SANDERSON

29/32

CHARMAINE SOOBRAMONEY is the co-founder of Each One Hold One (EOHO) NPO. She 
is on a mission to ignite the desire of individuals and businesses to drive meaningful and 
sustainable value, to pay it forward. She is a multi-skilled seasoned executive with over 
two decades of experience. She has a legal and finance background and is a master 
neuro-linguistic programming practitioner. She obtained her Master’s in Finance from the 
University of London. She serves as a non-executive director on various boards. 
Charmaine has recently been appointed to the Board of the Ombud Council reporting to 
the Minister of Finance.

CHARMAINE SOOBRAMONEY
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CONTRIBUTORS CONTINUED

LEE-ANN VAN ROOI is a multi-award winning and highly versatile actor, director, and 
producer whose credits stretch across various mediums such as film, TV, stage, puppetry, 
academics, and radio. Her 26 years of dedication have not only brought her critical 
acclaim (locally and internationally), but have also cemented Lee-Ann as one of South 
Africa’s most iconic storytellers."In 2015, Lee-Ann founded her own company Bossikop 
Productions (Pty) Ltd, which endeavours to flip the existing narrative, and to amend the 
representation of people of colour, especially that of womxn. The company creates work 
that is high-end, raw, confrontational and unapologetic, which is deeply rooted within an 
Africa driven context.

LEE-ANN VAN ROOI
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CURATORS
> MARKETING + CULTURAL POLICY: 
Savannah Feeke-Fortune
> BUSINESS + RESEARCH: Madeleine 
Lambert
> ARTISTS + GRANTS: Boitumelo 'Tumy' 
Motsoatsoe  

BRITISH COUNCIL
> Susana Galvan: Country Director SA
> Levinia Jones: Head of Arts SA + 
Southern Africa
> Grace Meadows: Programme Manager, 
Southern Africa Arts
> Farai Ncube Tarwireyi: Southern Africa 
Arts Programme Manager + Business 
Development
> Kate Gardner: DICE (Developing Inclusive 
+ Creative Economies) Programme 
Manager 
> Jaquelyne Kwenda: Project Manager 
Assistant + Communications

TECHINICAL TEAM
> Executive Producer: Ashraf Johaardien
> Producer/Director/Designer: Alby 
Michaels
> Associate Producer: Samm Marshall
> Microsite + Design: aisle b design studio
> Cameras/Editing: Stan Shumba + Mzamo 
Bruce
> Voice-Over: Roshina Ratnam
> Script: Ashraf Johaardien, Savannah 
Feeke-Fortune + Alby Michaels
> Copy Editor: Nadia Pisanti
> PR & Communications: Rabbit in a Hat + 
Sinenhlanhla Mdiya
> Webinar Technical Support: National Arts 
Festival, Makhanda
> Additional Design: Aloe Creatives
> Hosting + Support: Open Origin
> Production Photographer: Theana 
Breugem

> Make-up: Kwanele Khonjelwayo
> Production Assistants: Duran Nicholas, 
Rochelle Singh + Maureen Benya

MUSIC
<Just Kids>
Artist: Kiruna-Lind Devar
Believe A. (on behalf of Steve Umculo 
(Pty) Ltd)
2019 Steve Umculo (c)
Composer/s: Stephen Anthony Haiden, 
Kiruna-Lind Devar

<ONDA>
Creation & Choreography: Hannah Ma
Sound design + Live Music: Sebastian 
Purfürst (LEM- Studios, Berlin)

<INCIDENTAL MUSIC>
bensound.com

CREDITS
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